Thoracic spinal epidural cysts.
Two cases of spinal cord compression by thoracic epidural cysts are reported. The first case, associated with a lipoma, is of a congenital type, while the second illustrates a rare mechanism of spinal cord compression caused by a post-traumatic cyst after stretching of the brachial plexus and tearing of the meningeal sheaths of nerve roots. Computed tomography of the spine is helpful in disclosing the cyst and associated malformation, particularly in congenital cases. The prognosis is good after removing the cyst and closing the fistula communicating with the subarachnoid space. Further surgical treatment may be required in complex congenital malformations.